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HOLIDAY RITUAL 


Shoppers out in droves looking for once-a-year deals 
Some retailers offer in-store-only sales to bring in the crowds 


K FRIDAY! San À 


PATRICK TEHAN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Bay Area shoppers come out to Valley Fair mall in San Jose on Friday looking for post-Thanksgiving Day deals. 


By Annie Sciacca 
and Seung Lee 
Staff writers 


Sudhir Kulkarni of Cu- 
pertino was up and about 
bright and early Friday, 
spending $5,000 for a Mac- 
Book Air, a soundbar and 
a variety of other prod- 
ucts at the San Jose Best 
Buy across from Valley Fair 
Mall. 

He could have just as 
easily purchased the items 
from the retailer’s cornu- 
copia of online Black Fri- 
day deals or from online 
behemoth Amazon.com. 
But like millions of other 
post-Thanksgiving tradi- 
tionalists across the coun- 
try, Kulkarni said he came 
to experience the buzz of 
shoppers buying new prod- 
ucts and sharing insights 
on what to buy. 

“I try to strike conver- 
sations with people, like, 
‘Why are you buying that 
soundbar?’” Kulkarni said. 
“Having a good experience 
is as important as having a 
sexy new product.” 

While Black Friday may 
not be the extravaganza 
it once was, with online 
shopping and many re- 
tailers getting an early 
Thanksgiving Day jump, 


that was the trend this 
year as many Bay Area 
shoppers were still out in 
droves Friday on the hunt 
for deals. 

For friends Kelli Segers 
of Antioch and Stacy Chre- 
tien of Oakland, Black Fri- 
day shopping has become a 
holiday ritual. The pair met 
up at 5:30 a.m. at Kohl’s 
in Pleasant Hill to hunt 
for deals Friday morning, 
and by 6 a.m. they had 
filled a shopping cart. Both 
women said they typically 
spend between eight and 
10 hours on Black Friday 
shopping together and ac- 
complish about 90 percent 
of their holiday gift-buy- 
ing for family and friends. 
They planned to go out to 
breakfast, hit up Ross and 
Bed, Bath & Beyond and 
then the sales at JC Pen- 
ney and Macy’s. 

They let nothing get in 
their way. 

“Last year I had a surgi- 
cal boot on, but she made 
me come out (to shop),” 
Chretien said, laughing. “I 
drove her around,” Seger 
said. 

Segers believes Thanks- 
giving Day should be set 
aside for gathering with 
friends and family, but oth- 
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DAN HONDA — STAFF PHOTOS 
Desiree Kobata, of Concord, fills her cart Friday at Toys R 
Us in Concord. While there were plenty of shoppers, the 
crowds were smaller and came out later in the day. 


A shopper takes a moment to relax in a massage chair in 
the Brookstone store at Sunvalley Mall in Concord. 


Holiday tree will cost more green 


Shortage due to recession, weather 
and pot has caused prices to spike 


By Emily DeRuy 
ederuy@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


As thousands of Bay 
Area families pile into 
the car this weekend and 
head out to pick the per- 
fect Christmas tree, they 
better brace themselves 
for sticker shock. 

Christmas tree prices 
have spiked this year, in 
part because of a tree 
shortage that has its roots 
in the Great Recession. The 


and possibly even Christ- 
mas tree farmers pivoting 
to pot have also bumped 
up prices this year. 

For several years be- 
ginning in 2007, cash- 
strapped families bought 
fewer trees, meaning 
Christmas tree farmers 
brought in less revenue 
and planted fewer trees. 
And since Christmas trees 
grow about a foot a year, 
it’s the smaller crop of re- 
cession-era trees that’s 
just now hitting tree lots 


JOSE CARLOS FAJARDO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Employee Ikaika Bargas, of Antioch, carries a tree Friday 
at a Christmas tree lot in Brentwood. Growers have had 


Startling 


attack on 


Egyptian 
mosque 


President: Attack by IS group that 
kills at least 235, many of them 
Sufis, ‘will not go unpunished’ 


By Brian Rohan and Samy Magdy 
The Associated Press 


CAIRO » In the deadliest-ever attack by Islamic ex- 
tremists in Egypt, militants assaulted a crowded 
mosque Friday during prayers, blasting helpless 
worshippers with gunfire and rocket-propelled 
grenades and blocking their escape routes. At 
least 235 people were killed before the assail- 
ants got away. 

The attack in the troubled northern part of the 
Sinai Peninsula targeted a mosque frequented 
by Sufis, members of a mystic movement within 
Islam. Islamic militants, including the local af- 
filiate of the Islamic State group, consider Sufis 
heretics because of their less literal interpreta- 
tions of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the town of Bir al- 
Abd also wounded at least 109, according to the 
state news agency. It offered the latest sign that, 
despite more than three years of fighting in Si- 
nai, the Egyptian government has failed to deter 
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GETTY IMAGES 


Egyptians carry victims following a gun and 
bombing attack on the Rawda mosque near the 
North Sinai provincial capital of El-Arish on Friday. 


FCC process 
‘corrupted’ by 
fake comments 


Critics say submissions may have 
impersonated New York residents 


By Brian Fung 
Washington Post 


As the Federal Communications Commission 
prepares to dismantle its net neutrality rules for 
internet providers, a mounting backlash from 
agency critics is zeroing in on what they say are 
thousands of fake or automated comments sub- 
mitted to the FCC that unfairly skewed the poli- 
cymaking process. 

Allegations about anomalies in the record are 
quickly becoming a central component of a cam- 
paign by online activists and some government 
officials to discredit the FCC’s plan. 

“The process the FCC has employed,” wrote 
New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
this week in a letter to the FCC, “has been cor- 
rupted by the fraudulent use of Americans’ iden- 
tities .” 

For the past six months, Schneiderman contin- 
ued, the New York attorney general’s office has 
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